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District Meetings, 1936 

The meeting places, dates, and chair- 
men for this spring's district meetings 
are given below: 

Northwest — Storm Lake, Tuesday, 
April 21st. Chairman, Paula Hoffman, 
LeMars. 

Middlewest — Audubon, Thursday, 
April 23rd. Chairman, Grace Hanson, 
Odebolt. 

Southwest — Corning, Friday, April 
24th. Chairman, Mrs. Gordon Hayes, 
Red Oak. 

Middle East—Cedar Rapids, Tuesday, 
April 28th. Chairman, Edna Giesler, 
Davenport. 

North Central—Garner, Wednesday, 
April 29th. Chairman, Mrs. Lura San- 
ders, Algona. 

Northeast—Nashua, Thursday, April 
30th.. Chairman, Grace Neff, Cedar 
Falls. 

Central—Marshalltown, Tuesday, May 
26th. Chairman, Letha M. Davidson, 
Ames. 

Southeast — Bloomfield, Thursday, 
May 28th. Chairman, Irma W. Hopley, 
Fort Madison. 

The weeks of April 30th to May 26th 
are left vacant because many of the li- 
brarians will wish to attend the Ameri- 
ean Library Association Meeting at 
Richmond, Virginia, May 11-16. 

It is the hope of those planning the 
district meetings that the times and 
places may make a meeting accessible to 
a majority of librarians and trustees. To 
satisfy all is an impossible task. 

Below we give suggested subjects for 
this year. Some of them will be dis- 
cussed at all the meetings. Others will 
be made to suit the wishes of the chair- 
men or those in attendance. If you wish 
to hear any particular subject discussed 
will you please write to the Secretary of 
the Iowa Library Commission at once. 
You will notice that several alternatives 
are given for roll call. Just which one 
will be selected, we do not now know. 
Suggested Subjects 


Roll Call—Humorous incident 
Good publicity incident 
Unusual reference requests 
Reference questions we could not an- 
swer 
Legislation 


Certification 

Relation of public libraries and schoo 
libraries 

WPA represented at different meetings 
by district directors 

Membership I. L. A. 

Reserves 

Book talks 

Formal speaker 

Of course every librarian will wish 
to attend one meeting, and we hope that 
many trustees will feel the same way, 
and that by attending themselves will 
make it possible for their librarians to 
attend. 

Please be sure to let the entertaining 
librarian know of your intention to be 
present that provision may be made for 
the luncheon, for which those in attend- 
ance will be expected to pay. 

Come prepared to take part in roll 
eall and all discussions. Remember, the 
meetings will be yours, and to speak 
loud. 





Iowa Library Association 

The annual meeting of the Iowa Li- 
brary Association will be held in Des 
Moines, November 3, 4, 5, joining the 
State Teachers’ Association for a meet- 
ing of the school and children’s section 
on Thursday, November 5th. This will 
be the first day of the State Teachers 
Meeting and the last day of the lowa 
Library Association Meeting. 

Because the library and the school are 
closely related there is great interest in 
their future development. This oppor- 
tunity to meet for a joint discussion of 
their common problems offers a worth- 
while contact for a closer relationship of 
the groups. As the meeting of the lowa 
Library Association is usually held in 
October and the State Teachers’ Asso- 
ciation in November, it is often impos- 
sible for the school librarians to attend 
both because they are not free for the 
Iowa Library Association dates, and 
therefore few school librarians attend 
the meeting. Special speakers and dis- 
eussion for this joint meeting are being 
planned by the program committee of 
the two associations. Members of the 
Iowa Library Association will be ad- 
mitted to the Thursday evening session 
of the State Teachers’ Association whieh 




















will present Cornelia Otis Skinner at 
that time. 

Besides the joint meeting with the 
school librarians the state meeting will 
be important because of other features. 
Discussion of legislative plans will de- 
mand the cooperation and assistance of 
every librarian in the state. Also every 
library worker needs the inspiration and 
viewpoints attained from the contact 
with fellow workers. Speakers and spe- 
cial features for the general program 
are under consideration. We will be 
pleased to have suggestions as to what 
you would like for the program. 

Des Moines, your state capitol, offer- 
ing many attractions, and a most cen- 
tral place of meeting, should help make 
it possible for everyone to attend. Plan 
now to make this state meeting 100 per 
cent in attendance. 

Mitprep H. PrKe, 
President. 


COMMITTEES 


Certification 
Julia A. Robinson, Des Moines 
F. B. Spaulding, Des Moines 
Mary Bell Nethereut, Des Moines 
Legislative 
Mrs. Jessie B. Gordon, Iowa City 
Mrs. C. Van Epps, Iowa City 
Mrs. J. C. Pryor, Burlington 
Eva T. Canon, Council Bluffs 
Helen Rex, Spencer 
Library Extension 
~ Lelia S. Wilson, Des Moines 
Callie Wieder, Waterloo 
Marjorie Powers, Iowa Falls 
Membership 
Mrs. Helen Burgess, Onawa 
Cornelia Rhynsburger, Muscatine 
Ruth Lumbard, Des Moines 


Plaque 
May Ditech, Ottumwa 
May Hunt, Penn College, Oskaloosa 
E. Johanna Hagey, Cedar Rapids 


Program 
Mildred H. Pike, Sioux City 
Mae C. Anders, Des Moines 


Publicity 
F. B. Spaulding, Des Moines 
Mary Rosemond, Des Moines 


Relation to Booksellers 
Mrs. Miriam Garner, Des Moines 
Ernest Hertzberg, Des Moines 
SECTIONS 
School and Children’s Librarians 
Cecil M. Benton, Sioux City 
. Nellie Behm, Des Moines 
Katherine Roberts, Davenport 
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Hospital 
Mrs. Zoe Wright, Iowa City 
Mrs. Alice C. MeHale, Des Moines 
Rose O’Connor, Sioux City 
College and University 
Grace Oberheim, Ames 
Mary B. Humphrey, Iowa City 
, Frederic P. Ford, Fairfield 
Large and Small and Reference 
Alice B. Story, Fort Dodge 
Jean Francis, Red Oak 
Jean Evans, Des Moines 
Trustees 
Mrs. W. J. Watzek, Davenport 
Don Berry, Indianola 
J. M. Beek, Centerville 
Treasurer’s Report 
November 15, 1935, to March 5, 1936 
Balance on hand November 15, 1935. .$1,627.37 


RECEIPTS 
Interest on time certifi 
0 a ee ee re $ 7.40 
Dividends from Valley Sav- 
a Ser er 28.60 
Iowa Library Association 
Memberships: 
en a 45.00 
OS: os0e cee nea 7.10 88.10 


Total to account for.. 
DISBURSEMENTS 
Executive Board Meeting 


Luncheon and telegram. .$ 4.80 
Traveling expenses 
Charlotte E. Crosley.. 2.80 
May B. Diteh........ 3.90 
Edna Giesler ........ 6.00 
Helen Morse ........ 6.85 
Mildred H. Pike..... 7.59 
Liebow Printing Company, 
ee Pere 18.75 
American Library Associa- 
tion 
Contributing membership 25.00 
Membership dues ...... 21.40 


Total disbursements ..$ 97.09 
Balance on hand March 
-, De aadhawenbbeost *1,.618.38 $1,715.47 
*The above balance is di- 
vided as follows 
Checking account in Ma- 
quoketa Bank & Trust 


ah oa sme deena eee # 868.38 
Certificate of deposit... 750.00 
$1,618.38 


He_en M. Morse, Treasurer. 
Memberships 
We should like to remind all Libra- 
rians and Trustees that now is the time 
to send in your membership dues. You 
will render a real service to the Iowa 


Library Association if you will send 














your own and your Library dues for 
1936 to the State Treasurer, Miss Helen 
M. Morse, Maquoketa, lowa, at once. 


MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 
CorNELIA RHYNSBURGER 
Rutu LOMBARD 
Heven A. Burcess, Chairman. 


Memberships Paid Since November 
15, 1935 

Elena E. Budde, Librarian, Mount Pleasant 

Mrs. Frances Kendal Byers, Librarian, 
Charles City 

Cedar Rapids Publie Library 

Charles City Publie Library 

Clinton Publie Library 

Mary B. Humphrey, Staff, University of 
Iowa 

May Hunt, Librarian, William Penn College 

Jennie M. Jones, Librarian, Waukon (dues 
for 1935-36) 

Mount Pleasant Publie Library 

Muscatine Publie Library 

Storm Lake Publie Library 

Terril Community Library 





Legislation 
The Legislative Committee of the Iowa 
Library Association held a meeting on 


March 11th in the Library Commission 
office with six in attendance. 

Mrs. Gordon, chairman, read the re- 
plies received from her questionnaire to 
the libraries of the state and stated that 
a number of libraries had not responded 
to three requests from her. Whether this 
was from indifference or carelessness of 
course cannot be known. 

The replies received indicated the 
largest interest in state aid for book pur- 
chase, but with considerable indefinite- 
ness as to an understanding of what was 
meant by this. 

Interest in legislation for certification 
was also manifested. 

County libraries received some favor- 
able attention, but the question of 
regional libraries seemed to make advis- 
able postponement of further action on 
county libraries. 

After a full discussion of the question 
of legislation the committee felt that it 
was too early to make a definite outline 
of what should be undertaken, and that 
discussions at the district meetings were 
desirable to clarify the subject in the 
minds of many librarians. 


Certification 

The Certification Committee, ap- 
pointed by the Executive Board of the 
Iowa Library Association at its last 
meeting, held a meeting in the Lib 
Commission office on Thursday, Febru- 
ary 27th, and decided that in accordance 
with the action of the Association in 
Des Moines in 1934, certificates should 
be granted according to the schedule al- 
ready fixed for certification in Iowa. 

During the previous issue of certifi- 
cates in 1924 Grade A Certificates were 
issued as follows, and as they are life 
certificates they are still in effect and 
should be resurrected by their holders. 

Mae Corinne Anders, Des Moines Pub- 
lice Library. 

Lydia Margaret Barrette, Mason City 
Publie Library. 

Lavinia Steele, Masonic Library, 
Cedar Rapids. 

Callie Wieder, Waterloo Publie Li- 
brary. 

The following B, C, and D Grade Cer- 
tificates were also issued, but as these 
were issued in 1922 for five and three 
years only, the terms have expired, and 
their holders should apply for new cer- 
tificates or an extension of the old ones. 
Some may now be eligible for higher 
grades. 

Nellie Hopper, Jefferson Publie Li- 
brary. 

Elizabeth Rohwedder, Assistant, Clin- 
ton Public Library. 

Mrs. Sada Forbes Stout, Leon Public 
Library. 

Marie Welsh, Assistant, Clinton Pub- 
lic Library. 

Lyra Wanda Wirth, Assistant, Dav- 
enport Public Library. 

Four other A Grade and ten B and C 
Grade Certificates were issued to libra- 
rians who have removed from the state. 

Every librarian and library assistant 
is urged to apply for a certificate. Where 
assistants are employed the librarian 
should ask for a sufficient number of ap- 
plications for herself and each assistant. 
Send to Julia A. Robinson, Chairman, 
Certification Committee. A number of 
applications have already been received 
and will be passed on by the board at 4 
meeting to be held at an early date. A 
copy of the schedule of grades will be 
sent on application. 
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Mr. Brigham at Ninety The fullness of years which have been 
To be ninety and beloved is the crown- granted him are not his only distinction. 4 
a ing glory of a long life and such is the Mere length of life is not man’s single 
“4 reward of Mr. Brigham. Calls, telephone goal. 
- messages, telegrams, cards, letters, flow- The glory of a man’s life lies not in 
ny ers and a birthday cake poured in upon the scarcity of his enemies but in the 
oo him, not only from friends and libra- ality of his friends. It is to this latter 
in rians, but also from many other people glory that I wish to offer a toast. 
ld from the Atlantic to the Pacific, his The youthful Johnson Brigham sought 
a. telegrams numbering forty and his ecards early from life the opportunity to find 
and letters over two hundred. And in ‘SUCCESS through | broad contacts, high 
fi. addition there were very many news- thinking and active participation in the 
re paper notices and two broadeast pro- — growing of 5 young Republic. We 
fe grams. It is beautiful to be ninety and ‘©4rn of his keen discrimination, even 
nd beloved. in those early days, between the well 
“y *Johnson Brigham grounded statesmanship of great leaders 
b- The World of Books has known him mi ye ei cymbals of demagogues 
long, and in the World of Ink BR so sags ation and devotion to the 
ty For many years his sturdy pen has made eae at of eee 7 ho habs aie 
his readers think— “= college courses with a ie to edventine 
Me But — he is eighty, it is time to his innate good taste and his love of 
ii. His place within the World of Friends, learning. ars ; 
where he is also great. Through his middle years his contri- 
- , bution to life was made as a writer for 
oo We meet to shake him by the hand—to newspapers and magazines and as editor ; 
° give him words of cheer— ¥ of the Midland Monthly. His choice of 
d To say we re glad for all the years we've manuscripts declared his appreciation of 
. held his friendship dear— the genuine in literature. No dress of 
= And if our eager greetings seem a little fine phrases could conceal from him the 
or pale and weak, cheap and tawdry. 
We hope he'll read our hearts and see Therefore nothing could have been 
j- the things we long to speak. more fitting than that he should have 
They count him strong and mighty in found in his later years the place where 
n- ‘the Worlds of Books and Ink, — these discriminating tastes could find 
But in the World of Friendship he is their fullest expression, the place of 
ie stronger still, I think— State Librarian. 
So here’s a toast that’s hearty: May his But those of us who are celebrating 
)- birthday never end— his birthday tonight have in our minds 
And may we always count him, as we a dear and priceless friend quite apart 
y- count him now—A Friend! from any other distinction he may have 
: ' ; attained, one who has been softly dis- 
C 'A Toast to Johnson Brigham, Ninety .j,Jined by an unusually active life 
\- Years Young among the great events of history which ) 
.. Since we are assembled in honor of an have led our nation thus far upon its 
it achievement granted to few men—9%0 journey as a Democracy. 
e years of life and still in the harness of To his grace of mind, his contentment 
3 his chosen work—our greatest possible of soul, his love of friends, his tolerance 
)- tribute to Johnson Brigham tonight of those who disagree, his elegance of 
. should find expression in singling out taste and manner, his courageous philos- tii 
those qualities which have so endeared ophy, his unmatched conversational pow- 
f him to us all. ers, and his greatness of heart I offer | 
d * Appeared a the place cards for a dinner given this toast that to all of this may be added a 
’ 1926. by Anam yhighticth birthday, March 11, still another score of years of human life Wh 
_tRead at Mr. Brigham's Ninetieth Birthday Dinner coupled with strength of body and mind (ii 
e given by the Des Moines Library Club, March 11, to enjoy them. ALIce C. WErrz. 
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American Library Association 
1936 Convention 

The American Library Association 
will hold its 58th Annual Conference at 
Richmond, Virginia, May 11-16. John 
Marshall Hotel will be Headquarters. 

The theme of the meeting will be 
‘*Extension and improvement of library 
service.’’ 

A tentative program of the General 
Sessions, and the various Sections ap- 
pears in the February number of the 
Bulletin of the American Library Asso- 
ciation, and further information regard- 
ing the meeting and travel plans will be 
given in coming numbers of the Bulletin. 

Not only the meeting, but also the 
meeting place, will have its appeal this 
year, and though it is early to make an- 
nouncement of those planning to go, we 
hope the number will be large. 





Iowa Summer Library School 

The six weeks library training course 
which has been omitted from the Sum- 
mer Session of the State University of 
Iowa for the past three years, will be 
resumed this year. 

The courses will include cataloging, 
classification, library administration, 
children’s literature, book selection, and 
reference work. Emma Felsenthal, who 
has served as ‘Acting Director for sev- 
eral years of the school, will continue in 
that capacity this year. The other in- 
structors will be Julia A. Robinson, 
executive secretary of the lowa Library 
Commission; Margery Doud of the St. 
Louis, Missouri, Public Library; Mrs. 
George Roe, formerly supervisor of high 
school libraries in Cedar Rapids; and 
Letha M. Davidson, librarian, Ames 
Public Library. 

The plans also include lectures by well 
known librarians to be announced later. 

The session will open on June 8th, 
continuing to July 16th. Registration 
dates are June 5th and 6th. 

In the uncertainty of the library 
course being given every summer, it 
would be well for those interested to take 
advantage of the present opportunity. 
We hope a number of librarians of the 
smaller libraries and assistants in others 
will be enrolled for this course, as well 
as school librarians. 


Those interested should write to the 
Registrar, State University of Lowa, for 
the University Summer Session Catalog, 
containing a description of the library 
course. Special inquiries may be ad- 
dressed to Emma Felsenthal, Acting 
Director, Summer Courses in Library 
Training, Iowa City. 





The Bulletin of Art News in Iowa 
By Mildred W. Pelzer, lowa City 

The ‘* Bulletin of Art News in Lowa,” 
published by the Iowa Federation of 
Women’s Clubs, was written by Mildred 
W. Pelzer, Art Chairman, at Iowa City. 

It is a pamphlet of extensive statisti- 
eal information on the artists working 
in Iowa in 1936. It tells of their lives, 
their successes in and out of the state, 
where they have studied and exhibited 
and their present location. Other ar- 
tists are listed and still others are to be 
presented in a later edition. There is 
information on government art projects 
in Iowa, on mural commissions awarded 
in Iowa, on the Penny Art Fund in lowa, 
on the Federated Club projects in art in 
Iowa, a brief cross-section of the current 
art exhibits in Iowa in 1936, news from 
art galleries, and their collections in the 
state, and a study outline in American 
art for the clubs of the state. 

For your copy of this service of the 
Iowa Federation of Women’s Clubs, 
write to Frances B. Mason of Boone, 
Iowa. Please note this address. We are 
able to get these valuable books to you 
for only twenty-five cents. We are anx- 
ious that every library shall have one 
and therefore urge you to order soon 
as the edition is limited. 

More information on the art of lowa 
here and there is to appear in a supple- 
ment a bit later. 





*Government Documents 
Grace A. Campbell, Oklahoma A. & M. 
College Library 

Probably never before except in war 
times have people taken such an interest 
and active part in the government. Note 
the men and women of ability who are 
serving on the New Deal commissions 
and boards, note the interest in public 


*Paper read at the meeting of the Oklahoma Lr 
brary Association at Tulsa, April 24, 1935. 
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forums, the talk heard on the street cor- 
ner about how the government should be 
run. Since government is affecting the 
affairs of each of us so decidedly, govern- 
ment documents as a record of this in- 
fluence are intensely interesting. The 
library has a great opportunity to aid 
people in making interest in the govern- 
ment intelligent. 

Government bodies have a way of con- 
cealing some of their most important 
publications under such general terms 
as ‘‘anual report’’ or ‘‘bulletin’’ or 
“series.”’ When President Taft was 
Secretary of War, he said that if he 
wished to conceal something from the 
public he put it into his annual report. 


Miss Boyd, in her book on government 
documents classified them into three 
groups. First they appear in the form 
of a routine record of legislative busi- 
ness, such as a House Journal, or a 
routine report of an administrative de- 
partment, for example, the annual re- 
port of the Public Health Service. 
Second they appear in the form of a 
record of performance of govern- 
mental functions such as the promo- 
tion of commerce. Illustrations of this 
group of publications are two publica- 
tions of the Bureau of Foreign and 
Domestic Commerce, ‘‘Trading under 
the laws of Mexico,’’ and ‘‘Channels of 
distribution of American merchandise in 
India,’’ or such state publications as 
‘“Louisiana’s Message,’’ published by the 
Department of Agriculture and Immi- 
gration which invites you to come and 
visit Louisiana. Third, they appear in 
the form of records of investigations, 
discoveries, experiments or other activi- 
ties. We might include here publica- 
tions of the Bureau of Ethnology, of the 
Women’s and Children’s Bureaus, of the 
Agricultural Experiment Stations and 
perhaps those of the New Deal. Of these 
the second and third class are the most 
extensive, and for reference use in pub- 
lie libraries, the most important. 


_Karl Brown in his ‘‘Government pub- 
lieations for small libraries’’ says, ‘‘ The 
shrewd librarian knows that her work is 
not only that of supplying known needs, 
but also of creating new demands.’’ In 
some cases undoubtedly the librarian has 
to start from the bottom and get her 
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patrons acquainted with the most ob- 
vious yearbooks and handbooks. It is 
for the purpose of aiding librarians that 
may feel the need of such pioneering 
that this paper was written. 
General Methods of Distribution of 
Federal Documents 
For libraries other than those desig- 
nated as depository libraries, there are 
three ways ef obtaining U. S. Federal 
Publications: through purchase from the 
Superintendent of Documents or from a 
book store, through gift from the De- 
partment issuing the publication, or 
from a congressman. 


The Superintendent of Documents is 
required to sell current publications, but 
he will send many older publications to 
libraries, free. He publishes a small 
pamphlet ‘‘information governing dis- 
tribution of government publications 
and price lists.’’ There are now over 
seventy price lists which are sent free 
to libraries or individuals, on request. 
They cover a wide range of subjects as 
for example, ‘‘American history and 
biography,”’ ‘‘Geography and explora- 
tion,’’ ‘‘Edueation,’’ ete. Each one, 
while it is a sales list, is also a good, 
brief bibliography on the subject. The 
price of each publication and instrue- 
tions for ordering are given. 


The price of government publications 
is very small as compared with those of 
commercial publications. Often a gov- 
ernment publication, at a small price, 
ean be substituted for a more expensive 
book on the same subject. ‘* Boundaries, 
areas, geographic centers, and altitudes 
of the United States and of the several 
states, with brief record of important 
changes in their territory and govern- 
ment,’’ 1930 (Bulletin No. 817 of the 
U. S. Geological Survey) at fifty cents 
could take the place of a more expensive 
book on geography. ‘‘Fifty common 
birds of farm and orchard’’ (Farmers’ 
Bulletin No. 513) or ‘‘Roses for the 
home,’’ (Farmers’ Bulletin No. 750) 
each costing five cents, could substitute 
for some expensive bird book or book on 
roses. 

Some librarians say they have diffi- 
culty in getting small accounts with the 
government through red tape of a city 
purchasing department. A block of 
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coupons can be purchased and then be 
used as needed. The Superintendent of 
Documents requires advance payment. 
The coupon method is the most conveni- 
ent. At present book sellers are allowed 
a twenty-five per cent discount, making 
it worth their while to sell government 
publications. You could get them to buy 
your government documents for you. 

But many times it is not necessary to 
buy government publications. By writ- 
ing to the department or issuing office, 
one can in a great many cases, obtain 
the document free of charge. The de- 
partments have a number of various 
publications for free distribution. This 
is particularly true, I believe, of the De- 
partment of Agriculture which is the 
government’s largest publisher, the 
Education Office, the Labor Department, 
especially the Women’s and Children’s 
Bureaus, the Public Health Service and 
the New Deal agencies. 

Another way to secure publications 
free is to write to your congressman. If 
you know what you want and can give 
the exact title your congressman can 
supply you with many publications. 
For example, each congressman has a 
generous supply of Agriculture Year- 
books. They are not to be laughed at 
either; they contain in the first part a 
discussion of the new developments in 
agriculture and in the second part, 
statistics, many of which will aid a high 
school debater or a commercial geog- 
raphy student. The Congressional Di- 
rectory, which might be called the ‘‘ Blue 
Book’’ of the United States government, 
ean be secured from your congressman, 
the older numbers of the Statistical Ab- 
stract, soil surveys and many others. If 
you will write to your congressman at 
the beginning of the session he will send 
you the unbound Congressional Record 
which has an index for each two weeks. 
Choice of U. S. Government Publications 

The question of what to ask for arises. 
Depository libraries have lists to choose 
from; they can select the series they 
wish to receive regularly. If they are 
not full depositories, that is, if they do 
not ask to receive everything, they will 
need to ask for an occasional publica- 
tion in a series, of which they do not 
receive all the numbers. 


There are some most useful lists for 
any library to choose from. Perhaps the 
most satisfactory is the ‘‘ Weekly list of 
selected United States Government pub- 
lications.’’ It was started in 1928 at the 
request of libraries for a list easier to 
choose from than the all inclusive 
‘*Monthly Catalogue United States Goy- 
ernment Publications.’’ Mr. Wyer de. 
scribes it as ‘‘A four-page annotated, 
priced, rigidly selected list arranged 
alphabetically by subjects.’’ It is free 
on application to the Documents Offiee. 
If you follow this list you will not miss 
any of the outstanding publications. 
The seventy price lists mentioned earlier 
furnish a means of selecting older as 
well as recent publications. The Agri- 
culture Department frequently pub- 
lishes a ‘‘list of available Farmers’ bul- 
letins and leaflets.’’ The Bureau of 
Foreign and Domestic Commerce, the 
Bureau of Standards, the Bureau of 
Mines and the U. S. Geological Survey 
publish excellent lists of publications, 


Unfortunately the above lists do not 
earry notices of mimeographed publiea- 
tions; many of the New Deal publica- 
tions are mimeographed, as well as some 
from most of the departments and 
bureaus. 


The A. L. A. Booklist in an oceasional 
number has a list of documents. A list 
by Jerome K. Wilson, ‘‘ Official publiea- 
tions of the New Deal administrations 
other than the NRA’’ is in the Novem- 
ber, 1934, number of the Booklist ; a list, 
‘*Publications of the Department of 
State,’’ is in the January, 1934, issue. 
Newspapers often note recent govern- 
ment publications. A good many gov- 
ernment series are indexed in the Read- 
er’s Guide and other periodical indexes, 
and it is well to get your names p 
on the mailing list for some of these 
series, as for example the ‘‘Farmers’ 
Bulletins.’’ 


If in choosing documents you get 
something that you cannot use—perhaps 
it is too technical—the Superintendent 
of Documents will furnish you a 
to return it to the government. 

Your boys will be interested in the 
‘Catalogue of coins, tokens, and medals 
in the numismatie collection of the mint 
of the United States at Philadelphia,’ 
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8rd ed. 1914, also in *‘A description of 
the U. S. Postage stamps and postal 
eards, July, 1847-December 31, 1927,’ 
issued by the Post Office department. 
The National Parks portfolio and the 
booklets on individual parks will invite 
your patrons to see the wonders of our 
country. The Bureau of Labor Statis- 
tices publishes each month ‘Retail 
Prices,’’ whereby you can see if you are 
paying more than the rest of your coun- 
try for your living, and in June each 
year a study of the cost of living over 
quite a period of years is published. Of 
interest in many libraries would be the 
Report of Investigation No. 3251 of the 
Bureau of Mines, ‘‘ Engineering studies 
and results of acid treatment of wells, 
Zwolle field Sabine Parish, La.’’, or 
‘Petroleum industry of the Gulf South- 
west’’ (Domestic Commerce ser. No. 44 
of the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic 
Commerce). The ‘‘ Abstract of the 15th 
Census’’ brings you the gist of the re- 
sults of the most extensive census our 
nation has ever made. The ‘‘Statistical 
Abstract,’’ published each year by the 
Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Com- 
merce, will answer many questions of 
your school patrons. It would seem that 
any library would do well to get its 
name placed on the mailing list to re- 
ceive the publications of the ‘‘ Women’s 
and Children’s Bureau of the Depart- 
ment of Labor. ‘‘The sixth report of 
the U. S. Geographic Board, 1890-1933’ 
is an excellent gazetteer of 834 pages. 
The U. 8. Office of Education has publi- 
cations such as these: ‘‘The cost of go- 
ing to College,’’ (Pamphlet No. 52) ; 
‘Educational Directory,’’ which gives 
the principal state school officials, city 
school officers, colleges and universities, 
educational associations and directories, 
(it is bulletin No. 1 each year). The 
Office of Education also publishes 
‘Guidance leaflets’’ of aid to boys and 
girls choosing an occupation, one leaflet 
for each of about twenty occupations. 


The New Deal 
The New Deal has been with us now 
for about two years. Every library 
should have some of the publications 
issued under the New Deal agencies. 
It would be a fine thing if every li- 
brary could have a copy of the ‘‘ United 
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States Government Manual; a simplified 
textbook designed to inform every citi- 
zen as to government procedure, and to 
make effectively available all federal 
services.’’ This is a loose leaf manual 
revised currently. However, a library 
that cannot afford the manual at $2.00 
can secure a copy free of a mimeo- 
graphed publication of 50 pages, issued 
by the same authority—The National 
Emergency Council—entitled, ‘‘ Digest 
of the purposes of current federal agen- 
cies,’’ January, 1935. One of the New 
Deal publications referred to before, 
Wilcox’s ‘‘ Official publications of the 
New Deal administrations other than the 
NRA”’ in the Booklist for November, 
1934, will prove useful in selecting some 
of these publications for your library. 

In looking over these publications as 
they come to the library at Oklahoma A. 
& M. College, a few that stand out as 
being useful are: 

Agricultural Adjustment Administra- 
tion. Consumers’ Guide. (Published 
monthly) U. S. Dept. of Agriculture. 
Economic bases for the Agricultural 
Adjustment Act. 1933. 

Federal Home Loan Bank Board. 
Policy of the Federal Home Loan Bank 
Board towards private home financing. 
Oct. 4, 1934. 

Federal Emergency Administration of 
Public Works. The $3,300,000,000 Pub- 
lie Works Construction Program, and 
what it will have completed. (PWA 
Press Section. Release No. 523). 

Miss Campbell was librarian of North 
High School in Des Moines for several 
years and is now Documents Librarian 
of the Oklahoma Agricultural and Me- 
chanical College, Stillwater, Oklahoma. 





Library Insurance Again 
By C. V. Findlay, President, Fort 
Dodge Library Board 

Dr. Roast’s report on insurance of 
library property suggests the plan we 

have been following in Fort Dodge. 
Several years ago, the library board 
secured the services of a representative 
of the Fire Underwriters, a contractor, 
and an architect to make a survey and 
to estimate the replacement value of our 
library building. The value of the con- 
tents was obtained from our own records. 
We had prepared a standard and 
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uniform policy covering the building 
and contents written with the ninety per 
cent co-insurance clause, against loss by 
fire or windstorm. 


Then this amount was divided among 
the companies in Fort Dodge that have 
an ‘‘A’’ rating, giving to each an equal 
amount of risk. At first these policies 
were written so that one-fifth expired 
each year until now we are writing one 
fifth of the policies each year for a 
period of five years. 


By this method we are safeguarding 
the interests of the taxpayers of Fort 
Dodge, we are satisfying the local insur- 
ance companies, and each year our pre- 
mium is nearly uniform and ean be 
easily budgeted. 


We think our practice has some ad- 
vantages over that of the Sioux City 
plan as outlined in the last issue of the 
Towa Library Quarterly. 





A Library Drama Rental Collection 
The Mason City Public Library has a 
rental collection of 900 reading copies of 
plays at the Drama Shop, 114% N. Fed- 
eral Avenue, Mason City, Iowa. If 
superintendents or dramatic coaches are 
interested in securing titles of plays for 
reading to find one suitable for junior 
or senior production, or if club groups 
are wishing to see several plays before 
ordering the one they wish to give, they 
should send $2.00 deposit direct to Mrs. 
Ina K. Trissel at the Drama Shop, Ma- 
son City. People may send for plays 
C. O. D. if they wish. Rental at five 
cents a day will be deducted and deposit 
returned when plays get back to the 
Drama Shop. One day is allowed in 
transit each way, and rental is neces- 
sarily high as the plays are paper bound 
and fragile. Even at that price patrons 
seem to find the examination system 
much less expensive than the old way of 
buying five to ten plays at thirty-five to 
fifty cents each in an effort to find the 
right one for the group to put on. This 
is a unique branch of library work and 
only possible through cooperation of the 
Library with a business institution. 
Lyp1a MarGaret BARRETTE, 


librarian. 


Free Pamphlets 

The Julius Rosenwald Fund has on 
hand a limited supply of the following 
pamphlets concerning organized medical 
services and, medical economics in gen- 
eral, which it will distribute free, in sets, 
to libraries for the use of students inter. 
ested in these subjects. 

A Picture Book about the Costs of 
Medical Care. January, 1934. 

December, 1934, issue of The Survey 
Graphic devoted to the subject, ‘‘Buy- 
ing health.’’ 

A Layman’s View about the Costs of 
Medical Care. March, 1935. 

Economic Aspects of Medical Care, 
abstract of publication No. 27 of the 
Committee on the Costs of Medical Care. 
Revised 1935. 

The Ability to Pay for Medical Care, 
abstract of publication No. 25 of the 
Committee on the Costs of Medical Care. 
1932. 

The Income of Physicians, abstract of 
publication No. 24 of the Committee on 
the Costs of Medical Care. 1932. 

The Physician’s Profession Through- 
out the Ages, by Henry Sigerist. 1934. 

The American Approach to Health In- 
surance, by Michael M. Davis. October, 
1934. 

Problems and Issue of Medical Serv- 
ices, by Michael M. Davis. October, 
1935. 

Fundamental Facts about the Costs of 
Medical Care, by I. S. Falk. April, 1933. 

Case Stories about the Costs of Medi- 
eal Care. June, 1935. 

If you are interested in acquiring such 
a set, please write directly to the Julius 
Rosenwald Fund, 4901 Ellis Avenue, 
Chicago, Illinois, asking that the name 
of your library be put on the list. 





Summer Library School Society 
Sioux City, Lowa, 
October 10, 1935. _ 
The annual meeting of the Iowa Li- 
brary Summer School Society was h 
at six o'clock on October 10, 1935, at 
Hotel Warrior, during the Iowa Library 
Association meeting at Sioux City. 
Thirty-two members and visitors were 
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present. The meeting was called to or- 
der by the president, Mrs. Lura M. 
Sanders. Reports of the secretary-treas- 
urer were read and approved, and of the 
Loan Committee was given by Miss 
Robinson. 

Dues to the amount of $4.25 were col- 
lected. 

During the year the president ap- 
pointed Bernice Langfit of Des Moines 
a member of the Loan Committee to take 
the place of Elsie Dann, who had died. 


The report of the Nominating Com- 
mittee was given by Miss Walpole as 
follows : 


President — Mrs. Helen Burgess, 
Onawa. 
Vice President — Harriet Foster, 
Clarinda. 


Secretary-Treasurer — Grace Hanson, 
Odebolt. 

This report was accepted and the 
officers declared elected. There being no 
further business, the meeting adjourned. 


Treasurer’s Report 


Balance on hand October 10, 1935...$ 108.27 
Due received at the dinner........ 4.25 
$ 112.52 

Disbursements 
Flowers for the dinner and tax.... 2.04 


Balance on hand October 10, 1935..$ 110.48 
Mavupe L. HaLpen, 
Secretary-Treasurer, pro tem. 


Librarians in Iowa Serving on A. L. A. 
Committees 
Anders, Mae C., Publie Library, Des 
Moines (Bookbinding) 


Barrette, Lydia M., Publie Library, 
Mason City (Membership, Iowa) 


Brown, Charles Harvey, State College 
Library, Ames (Book Buying, Subcom- 
mittee on German Periodicals, chair- 
man; Editorial ; Nominating) 


Davidson, Letha M., Publie Library, 
Ames (Publicity) 


Dunbar, Ralph M., State College Li- 
brary, Ames (Salaries, Employment and 
Schemes of Library Service) 
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Flesenthal, Emma, University of Iowa 
Libraries, Iowa City (Board on the Li- 
brary and Adult Education Subcommit- 
tee on Readable Books) 

Gable, J. Harris, University of Iowa 
Libraries, Iowa City (Libraries in Na- 
tional Parks) 

Humphrey, Mary Brown, University 
of lowa.Libraries, Iowa City (Public 
Documents ) 

Story, Alice B, Publie Library, Fort 
Dodge (Code of Ethies) 


A Federal Library Agency 


Mr. Spaulding makes the following 
report in regard to legislation for the 
creation of such an agency in the Office 
of Education: 


The Department of the Interior Ap- 
propriations bill, ‘‘H. R. 10630,’’ passed 
the Senate during March with an 
amendment introduced by Senator 
Barkley of Kentucky, making provision 
for an appropriation of $40,000 for a 
federal library agency in the Office of 
Edueation. The bill at this writing is 
in the hands of a joint conference com- 
mittee consisting of the following: 
From the Senate, Senator Hayden of 
Arizona, chairman; Senator McKellar 
of Tennessee ; Senator Thomas of Okla- 
homa; Senator Norbeck of South Da- 
kota; and Senator Steiwer of Oregon; 
from the House, Representative Taylor 
of Colorado, chairman; Representative 
Lambertson of Kansas; and Represent- 
ative Wigglesworth of Massachusetts. 
It is expected that the conference com- 
mittee will meet and render its report 
before the end of March. 





For Sale 


The Denison Public Library has a six- 
drawer catalog cabinet, light oak, in 
good condition which they are anxious 
to sell. If interested, write to Mrs. 
sthel C. Moffitt, Publie Library, Deni- 
son. 





Library Commission on the Air 

The Library Commission is sehed- 
uled for two more book reviews over 
WHO at 4:15 P. M., one on March 24th 
and the other on April 28th. 
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School Library Notes 











Library Section of the Iowa State 
Teachers Association for 1935 

The Library Section of the Iowa State 
Teachers Association held one meeting 
during the annual convention, Novem- 
ber, 1935, at the Iowa Library Commis- 
sion with Ferne Warsinske presiding. 

The first half of the meeting was a 
luncheon at 12:30 P. M. at the Cherry 
Tea Garden. Each one presént was in- 
troduced. 


At 1:30 P. M. the meeting adjourned 
to the Iowa Library Commission office. 


In the absence of H. Ruth Montague, 
Supervisor of School Libraries, Council 
Bluffs, Carrie Larson read her paper on 
the ‘‘ Certification of Librarians and Its 
Effect on School Librarians.’’ This was 
instructive and aroused some discussion. 
In this connection Miss Robinson ex- 
plained what had been done and what 
was proposed by the State Library Plan- 
ning Committee. A letter from Agnes 
Samuelson, State Superintendent of 
Publie Instruction, indicated that she 
wished certification handled by the state 
board of educational examiners. It was 
brought out that certification would not 
be retroactive, nor would it disturb the 
standing of those now employed. 

Mildred Pike, librarian, Sioux City 
Public Library, and -president of the 
Iowa Library Association, was intro- 
duced and brought greetings from the 
library association. 

Aleta Malmberg, Newton, gave a most 
interesting and instructive account of 
the reorganizing of her high school 
library. 

Ada Woods, Ames, reported on the 
planning committee which had been cov- 
ered in the report of Miss Robinson. 


The remainder of the program was in 
the nature of a Round Table. The fol- 
lowing talks were given and each was 
followed by a brief discussion : 


School Library Monitor System— 
Nellie Behm, Roosevelt High School, Des 
Moines. 
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Publicity Projects—Elizabeth Curry, 
Franklin High School, Cedar Rapids, 

Faculty Book Clubs—Carrie Larson, 
East High School, Des Moines. 

Vertical File Service—Ferne War. 
sinske, Thomas Jefferson High School, 
Council Bluffs. 

Teaching Library Methods in the Class 
Room was carried on by volunteers from 
the group. It was shown that there is 
no general method and much need for 
one if the library is to function properly, 

The regular business meeting followed, 
A resolution was introduced and passed, 
that H. Ruth Montague be made chair- 
man with power to select a committee, 
to work out a resolution for the Certifi- 
eation of Librarians. A second motion 
introduced and carried provided that 
the new officers act as a nominating 
committee next year and submit a slate 
of officers for election at the next busi- 
ness meeting. Suggestions in regard to 
a constitution for the Library Section 
were left in the hands of next year’s 
officers. 

The following officers were elected for 
the year 1935-36: 

Chairman—a<Aleta Malmberg, Newton. 

Seeretary—Marian Murray, Dubuque. 

Editor to furnish School Notes for the 
Iowa Library Quarterly—Ada Woods, 
Ames. 

Lura C. Lone, Secretary. 


Bedford High School—Books have 
been classified and eatalogued under 
the supervision of Miss Evans. The 
library, numbering 1,624 books, is 
housed in the study hall. 


Burlington High School—According 
to the report of the librarian, more non 
fiction than fiction was read by high 
school students in 1935. 

Clinton High School—Eva Mahon, li- 
brarian of the high school library sinee 
its founding several years ago, has been 
granted a leave of absence to enable 
here to take further work at the Unt 
versity of Chicago. 

Hartley High School — The high 


school library has received a gift of 
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books presented by the local chapter of 
the American Legion Auxiliary. 


Sheldon High School—aA collection of 
pooks, both fiction and nonfiction, has 
recently been added to the high school 
library. 

Shenandoah High School — Junior 
high school elasses are to be given in- 
struction in the use of the library that 
the future high school students may be 
better prepared to use the library in- 
telligently. 

The rural schools of Lucas County 
have received more than one hundred 
books from Augusta Householder of 
Des Moines and Mrs. Sadie Household- 
er of Chariton. 





Personals 

Helen Baldwin of Caseade, a gradu- 
ate of Simmons College Library School, 
and recently in charge of the WPA 
American Guide Book work being done 
in Dubuque with headquarters at the 
public library, recently resigned that 
position to accept one in the public li- 
brary of Albany, New York. 





Helen A. Brockman, whom many Iowa 
librarians will remember as our Itinerant 
Mender, since leaving Iowa has spent a 
number of years on a pecan farm in 
Georgia. She is now leaving the farm 
and is ready for moré mending. 


Fanny Goldstein, librarian, West End 
Branch, Boston, was the speaker for the 
Federation of Jewish Youth at the Jew- 
ish Community Center, Des Moines, on 
Sunday evening, March Ist. Miss Gold- 
stein’s subject was ‘‘ Jewish Keynotes in 
Current Literature.’’ 

Ruth MeCoy of Indianola, now em- 
ployed in the Hudson River Branch of 
the New York City Library, spent the 
holidays with her parents in Indianola. 

Ella Pease, Government librarian at 
Balboa Heights, Panama, was a recent 
guest of her brother, C. A. Pease, Su- 
perintendent of Schools at Clear Lake. 

Mrs. Forrest B. Spaulding of Des 
Moines was selected as a ‘‘reader-editor”’ 
by the publishers of the Woman’s Home 
Companion and spent two weeks in New 
York City in the magazine’s editorial 
Offices assisting in editing one issue. 
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Library News of the State 











Ames—Public Library—<A series of 
‘‘Evenings with Books’’ has been 
planned by the library assisted by the 
Ames branch of the American Associ- 
ation of University Women. The first 
meeting was held Thursday, February 
20th, with an attendance of 115, in spite 
of cold and snow. These ‘‘ Evenings’’ 
will be held once a month during the 
spring and perhaps continued in the 
fall. 

The library board has presented a 
petition to the city council, setting 
forth the library’s needs, and asking 
that some method of financing an addi- 
tion to the present building be devised. 


Anamosa—The basement room of 
the library building which has been 
used as a storage room, only, has re- 
cently been decorated and furnished 
and an outside entrance provided, and 
the room is now made available for 
meetings of clubs and committees. 

The library is finding a pay shelf a 
successful method of supplying recent 
books which the library appropriation 
cannot buy. 

Atlantic—B. L. Butler, a member of 
the library board for twenty years, has 
been obliged to resign this position be- 
cause of ill health. Mrs. H. M. Boor- 
man, a former high school teacher re- 
cently married, has been appointed to 
succeed Mr. Butler. 

Audubon—aA series of Book Reviews 
have been held in the library during 
the winter which have been very suc- 
cessful, the attendance being good in 
spite of cold weather and snow. 

Bedford—A rental shelf has been 
inaugurated at the library to assist in 
supplying the demand for the latest 
fiction. 

Cedar Rapids— Masonic Library— 
Members of the library staff gave a 
pienie on February 16th in honor of 
Agnes Kriz who was married to Arnold 
Vavra on February 25th. 

Cedar Rapids—Public Library—Eliz- 


abeth Faber, a general assistant, has 























resigned her position in this library to 
accept one in Evansville, Indiana, and 
Elizabeth Hodson of Sheridan, Indiana, 
has taken her place. Miss Hodson was 
a member of the Wisconsin Library 
School class last year. 

Della Shapleigh, who has been a spe- 
cial assistant at the public library, has 
received a federal appointment as as- 
sistant librarian at the Hines Memorial 
Hospital at Maywood, Illinois. 

Intricate handwork, a rare old paint- 
ing, and flowering cactus make a color- 
ful and attractive background for a 
large and interesting collection of books 
about Mexico on display in the public 
library. 

Chariton—The city council has voted 
to transfer $500.00 from the improve- 
ment to the library fund. 


Cherokee — Miriam Edwards, who 
has served for a year as juvenile libra- 
rian of the public library, has accepted 
a position as juvenile librarian of the 
Kansas City, Kansas, Publie Library 
and took up her new work on Febru- 
ary Ist. Miss Edwards has been most 
successful in her work in Cherokee and 
the board parts with her regretfully. 

Des Moines—Library Club—<A joint 
dinner meeting of the Library Club and 
the English Teachers Club was held at 
the Meredith Publishing plant on Jan- 
uary 14th. Professor F. I. Herriott of 
Drake University was the guest speaker. 

The March meeting of the Library 
Club was held on March 11th, Mr. 
Brigham’s ninetieth birthday, and 
therefore took the form of a dinner in 
his honor, though he was unable to be 
present. The program consisted of 
tributes given by Ora Williams and 
Mrs. Fred Weitz, and greetings from 
Mr. Brigham brought by Miss Robin- 
son. 


Des Moines—Public Library—Janet 
Dickson, a graduate of the University 
of Toronto and of Simmons College Li- 
brary School, has become head of the 
catalog department, succeeding Gudrun 
Jensen, who recently moved from the 
city. 


Ruth Cheesman, an assistant in the 


Capitol Hill branch of the library, was 
married during January to Amos J. 
Bower of Fort Dodge. 
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The three-day limit which has been 
in effect for three months on popular 
books, has proved a success in speeding 
up circulation. 

Dubuque—County Library Associa 
tion—At a meeting of members of the 
association, held during January, the 
following report of the work of the 
library for the past year was given 
during which 19,360 books and maga- 
zines were sent to 106 schools and 6 
stations. As the library contains 6,295 
volumes this is an excellent turnover. 
During the summer 5,000 books were 
mended, washed, and shellaced. Li 
brary Days with suitable programs also 
were arranged in various parts of the 
county and did much to arouse interest 
in the Dubuque County Library asso- 
ciation. Almost every member of the 
association has helped in some way 
with the past year’s work. Mrs. Her- 
bert Adams is president of the assoei- 
ation and upon her enthusiasm much of 
the success of the year has depended. 

Dubuque—Public Library — An art 
exhibit, sponsored by the Dubuque Art 
Association recently, brought to Du- 
buque for display in the library the 
work in water color of Louis Kaep, and 
oil paintings by Edwin T. Grigware, 
both of Chicago. Both artists were 
present at some time during the exhibit 
and spoke to the audience present. A 
display of water colors and black and 
white drawings by Walter Disney was 
also given in the art rooms of the li- 
brary at an earlier date. 

Dunlap—Lucy Roth, vice president 
of the library board, has resigned be- 
cause of removal from town. Theressa 
Pflieger has been appointed to fill the 
unexpired term. 

Iowa City—Law Library—This li- 
brary room has been completely redee- 
orated in a light buff which has greatly 
improved the illuminating problems of 
the library. 

Iowa City — University Libraries— 
Vannita Wesely, former head of the 
circulation department in the Univer- 
sity of Florida Library, has been ap- 
pointed reference assistant to suceeed 
Katherine Saunders, who resigned to 
join the catalog department of the Uni- 
versity of Indiana Library. 


























Lamoni—Gladys Closson began her 
duties as assistant to Mrs. Audentia 
Kelley at the library during January. 

Mount Ayr—Mrs. George Irving has 
been appointed on the library board to 
succeed Mrs. Wayne Douglass, who has 
moved from town. 

Mount Pleasant— Wesleyan College— 
Martha M. Guenther has resigned her 
position as librarian of the college li- 
brary to accept one on the staff of the 
eatalog department of the Northwest- 
ern University Library. Miss Guenther 
is a graduate of the University of Iowa 
and the Illinois Library School, and has 
been librarian of Iowa Wesleyan Col- 
lege since 1931. Rebecea Rich, a former 
student assistant, will be in charge of 
the library temporarily. 

North English—The public library 
started two years ago has had a very 
successful career. It has grown from 
1.706 books to 6,515. <A rental shelf 
which has been maintained is popular. 
Funds have been received from dona- 
tions, Tag Day, and a candy sale. The 
circulation for last year was eleven per 
eapita, which is a good showing. 

Orange City — The public library 
started the year in new quarters in the 
new municipal building. It was for- 
merly located in the basement of a hotel 
building. This change with new furni- 
ture adds greatly to the comfort, con- 
venience, and attractiveness and con- 
sequent efficiency of the library. 

Osage—A tea was recently spon- 
sored by the Shakespearean Club in the 
rest room of the library, the purpose 
being to acquaint the people of the uses 
of the library. 


Ottumwa—A collection of fifty-two 
modern photographs by Floyd Meredith 
Write, camera artist of Mason City, 
sponsored by the Library and the Iowa 
Federation of Women’s Clubs, was ex- 
hibited in the library during January. 
These were arranged by Mrs. Irving L. 
Brown, who has done so much for art 
exhibits in the library. 


Red Oak—A Carnegie Centennial ob- 
servance was held on November 25th. 
An interesting historical sketch of the 
Red Oak Public Library was given by 
Philo D. Clark, a member of the first 
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library board and president of the 
board for a number of years. This was 
followed by an address by Addison 
Parker of Des Moines on Andrew Car- 
negie and his contributions to libraries, 
after which a presentation of the Car- 
negie portrait to the library was made 
by Dr. Roy T. Will, president of the 
board. 

An improvement has been made in 
the library building by the removal of 
the children’s department to the second 
floor. The auditorium will still be avail- 
able to organizations which wish to 
rent it for meetings. The adult collee- 
tion will be expanded to fill the old elub 
room which will become a reading 
room. 

Sheldon—W. €. Jackman, Superin- 
tendent of Schools, has been appointed 
a member of the library board to sue- 
ceed F. H. Chandler. 


Sioux City— Margaret Lane, assistant 
in the catalog department, has returned 
to the University of Illinois Library 
School to complete her library course. 
She had formerly attended two Sum- 
mer School sessions there. 


Villisca—Mrs. J. L. Wheeler has been 
named to fill the vacancy caused by the 
death of Mrs. Mary Alger. 

Waterloo—Mrs. C. W. Gillilan, ref- 
erence librarian, has been granted a six 
weeks’ leave of absence, which she is 
spending in San Antonio, Texas. Dur- 
ing her absence Ruth Phillips has been 
transferred from the cataloging de- 
partment to the reference department. 
Mary D. Rains of Hornbeak, Tennessee, 
is acting as temporary cataloger. Miss 
Rains was at one time children’s libra- 
rian in the library at Mason City. 


Waverly—Dr. C. H. Graening has re- 
signed from membership on the library 
board after a service of thirty-six years, 
during twenty-five years of which he 
was chairman of the board. During 
those years many progressive library 
changes were made, due to his efforts. 
The present Carnegie building was 
erected and later a club room, baleony, 
and children’s room were added. With 
the intention of reducing the number 
on the library board, no appointment 
will be made to fill the vacancy thus 
created. 











Gifts and Benefits 
ma has received another gift 
from Mrs. Florence Call Cowles, this 
time $200.00 to be spent for books or 


whatever the trustees think the library 
most needs to make it more efficient. 


Ames—State College Library has re- 
eeived from Mrs. Schneider the music 
library of the late Frederic Schneider, 
valued at $1,000.00. 

Fort Dodge has received $1,000.00 by 
the will of Mrs. Alice A. Granger, who 
recently passed away. 

The Keokuk Public Library reports 
the gift of sixteen books from the Yale 
graduate who has made similar gifts to 
other libraries of the state. 

The Mason City Public Library has 
received help in an unusual way in gifts 
of clippings on authors and books, art 
notes, pictures, and out of the way bits 
of information. 

A gift of forty-two books from the 
Rosecrans family has been received by 
the Primghar library. 

The P. T. A. has established a Jenifer 
Nelson Memorial Shelf in the Tama 
Public Library. Mrs. Nelson was presi- 
dent of the P. T. A. for a number of 
years before her death and was greatly 
interested in child welfare and the 
shelf will contain books on that subject. 
It will be added to each year for ten 
years. 

Mrs. Mary B. Alger, late president 
of the Villisca Public Library, left to 
the library a large number of books 
from her private library. 





Deaths 


Mrs. Mary B. Alger, a resident of 
Villisea for over half a century, died at 
her home in Villisea December 17th. 

Mrs. Alger was chosen the first presi- 
dent of a group of seventeen ladies who 
founded the subscription library in 
1889, and it was largely through her 
instrumentality that Villisea has a free 
public library as it was she who wrote 
to the Carnegie Corporation, asking for 
the gift for a building, which was 
granted. After the appointing of the 
new board, following the establishment 
of the library, Mrs. Alger was chosen 
president and retained that office until 
the time of her death at the age of 79. 


Mrs. Henry Choate, first librarian of 
the Des Moines Public Library, recently 
died at the home of her son in Wash- 
ington, D. C., at the age of 83. 

Judge J. E. Craig, a member of the 
library board at Keokuk, passed away 
on February 27th at his home in Keo- 
kuk. Judge Craig was appointed on 
the library board in 1895 and has 
served continuously since that date. 
The public library practically owes its 
existence to Judge Craig who sug- 
gested the establishment of such an in- 
stitution for Keokuk. He was first 
chairman of the finance committee and 
later was elected president. 

It has been the custom of the editor 
of the Jowa Inbrary Quarterly to notice 
the passing of those who have been out- 
standing borrowers of the Traveling 
Library, because of their long term as 
borrowers, the character of their read- 
ing, or their comments on the books 
read, which made their calls at the Li- 
brary Commission of interest to the 
staff. 

Such a borrower was Rev. J. E. Hab- 
liston of Norwalk, who having been 
stationed in nearby towns, and being a 
voracious reader, was a frequent caller 
at the office, and being a discriminate 
reader his calls were always welcomed. 
Therefore, Mr. Habliston’s death in 
January was felt as a personal loss to 
the individual members of the staff. 

The Keokuk Public Library has been 
doubly bereaved in the loss of two 
trustees within a short time, Judge 
Craig and Merta Mitchell. Miss Mitchell 
succeeded Cornelia Meigs on the library 
board in January, 1923. During her 
years on the board she was a member 
of the Book Committee, the Gramm Be- 
quest Committee and the Finance Com- 
mittee, filling all positions most eff 
ciently. The librarian sends the fol- 
lowing words of appreciation: ‘“‘It i 
with pleasure we remember the years 
during which we have been associated 
with Miss Mitchell. Her attitude im re 
gard to all questions that came before 
us was marked by skill in judgment 
and by keenness of decision. Her out 
look on life was a happy one, always 
seeing the bright side, and always be 
ing helpful and considerate for the less 
fortunate.’’ 
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